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Thank you, Chair.

This panel discussion provides a welcome opportunity for discussing causes 
and consequences of violence against indigenous women and girls. As has 
already been mentioned, international studies and reports indicate a higher 
prevalence of violence among indigenous peoples than among the general 
population. Indigenous women in particular experience violence and other 
human rights violations. 

Indigenous peoples in large parts of the world belong to the most 
marginalised groups financially, socially, culturally, in terms of civil society, 
politically, linguistically, intellectually, and in humanitarian and other ways. 
Solidarity is about a sense of belonging, and of fellowship, mutual 
responsibility and common goals. Showing solidarity involves taking actions 
that are not based solely on self-interest. Although the Sámi have come 
further in the struggle for our rights than many other indigenous peoples, we 
still share the same challenges. 

Sadly, violence against women takes place in the Sámi communites just as it 
does in other communities. For a long time this fact has been somehow 
hidden for the public because of a lack of statistics on Sámi issues. We are 
so few, and our people is divided by the borders of 4 different states, that it 
has made us invisible. But recent studies tells us what we might have known, 
but have not dared to face. 48 per cent of Sámi women reports in a recently 
published study having experienced some kind of violence during their life, as
opposed to 29 per cent of the members of the general public. For today’s 
modern Sámi society based on values such as equality, transparency and 
democracy, this is most tragic. It is not acceptable that nearly half of all Sámi 
women are exposed to violence of one kind or another during their lifetimes. 
These figures tell us that Sámi women experience more violence than the 



women in the majority population, and we must take this to heart and 
respond. Every single act of violence is one too many.

As a woman, a feminist and president of the Sámi Parliament, I take this very 
seriously indeed.  We have no choice but to start talking about the fact that 
this happens. We have to dare to stand up and state in no uncertain terms 
that this are not acceptable. There is nothing in Sámi cultural practices that 
legitimizes violence, and I hope this is also the case when it comes to other 
Indigenous cultures. Violence, also in close relationships, is a criminal 
offence and a matter for the police. 

Although we know little about why violence seems to occur more often 
common among the Sámi than the rest of the population in Norway, we do 
know that we share this serious problem with other indigenous communities 
in all corners of the globe: indigenous peoples are vulnerable to violence and 
abuse to a greater extent than others. It is not unreasonable to assume that 
part of the answer lies in historic oppression, marginalisation and other 
individual and collective factors.

We know that indigenous women the world over are exposed to domestic 
violence and violence in close relationships. Indigenous women and children 
are also vulnerable in conflicts with the majority society. In some cases, 
representatives of national government authorities may even be among the 
perpetrators. At this point, it is urgent to raise this topic to a higher level on 
the international agenda, as well as on national agendas. 

Let me be straight with you. I would like to stress that the issue of violence 
against Indigenous women cannot be resolved isolated. The reasons why this
violence occur might be found in gender inbalance, in power and lack of 
power within the Indigenous peoples, and between Indigenous peoples and 
majority communities. The loss of language, culture, resources and territories 
that often accompany colonization and assmimiliation policies, puts a great 
pressure on Indigenous peoples own mechanisms for resolving conflicts, and 
make Indigenous women and children vulnerable. The degree of conflict with 
majority society can create a hostile, even toxic climate, that could transform 
into violence. 

What can we do together?

What the member states should do to heal our communities and bridge the 
gap, is to implement the UNDRIP. By doing that, they will empower 



Indigenous peoples ourselves to find long term solutions that might end 
violence against Indigenous women, children and diseabled persons. This is 
not a quick fix, but it would restore Indigenous Peoples faith in the 
relationship between us the the states we live in. It would make us partners 
with the states we live in, and stewards of our own future. 

What the states should also do is provide immidiate approproiate assistance 
to Indigenous women, children and disabled persons, in the form of culturally 
sensitive protection, health care and legal assistance in our own languages to
the victims of the different kinds of violence against Indigenous women.

What should the Human Rights Council do? 

OP19 of the Outcome Document of the World Conference on Indigenous 
Peoples invites the Human Rights Council to consider examining the causes 
and consequences of violence against indigenous women and girls, in 
consultation with the special rapporteur on violence against women, and the 
special rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples, and other special 
procedures mandate holders. 

The Council should ensure this issue remains high and visible on the 
Council's program of work. For instances, the mentioned two special 
rapporteurs could be invited to specifically report to the Council - on the 
situation of violence against indigenous women and girls, and submit 
concrete proposals for follow-up action. This panel discussion is not enough. 

Do not forget about us. Indigenous women. Lifegivers and caretakers. We are
still here, and without us there can be no future for our peoples.


